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Tiirkey  producers  are  apparently  planning  to  raise  'between  U  and  5  per- 
cent more  turkeys  in  19^0  than  in  1939 t  according  to  Pebruary  1  returns  to 
the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  from  ^,55^  growers.  They  indicate  the  in- 
tention to  ohtain  ahout  1  percent  fewer  poults  than  last  year  from  coiamercial 
hatcheries,  "but  to  increase  home-hatchings  ahout  9  percent.  Growers  reported 
7  percent  more  turkey  hens  on  hand  than  on  February  1,  1939* 

The  numbers  of  turkey  poults  bought  and  home-hatched  and  the  number  of 
turkeys •  raised  to  market  age  in  19^0  will  be  somewhat  dependent  on  v/eather 
conditions  ajid  other  unknown  factors.    But  present  reports  mrJce  it  seem  prob- 
able that  the  nuiaber  raised  will  exceed  the  record  nmuber  raised  last  year, 
with  major  increases  in  the  Central  St^^^tes  and  some  decrease  likely  in  the 
Ear  17est. 

At  this  time  last  year  growers  reported  an  increase  of  15  percent  in 
the  number  of  turkey  hens  then  on  their  farms,  ajid  an  intention  to  raise 
27  percent  more  turkeys  than  in  the  previous  year.    The  actual  increase  in 
the  number  of  turkeys  raised  last  year,  however,  was  a  few  percent  less 
than  intended.     The  increase  might  have  been  fully  uo  to  expectations  if 
growers  had  been  able  to  obt.ain  as  many  turkey  potilts  as  they  originally 
planned  to  purchase,  but  a  modera.tc  shortage  of  eggs  and  poults  developed. 
While  the  percentage  increase  in  turkey  hens  on  hand  February  1  this  year 
was  slightly  greater  than  the  intended  increase  in  tui-keys  to  be  raised, 
the  less  active  interest  displayed  thus  far  this  season  in  earlj-  eggs  and 
poults  makes  it  doubtful  if  the  available  egg<  will  be  as  closely  utilized 
as  last  yepjT.     In  that  case,  the  indicated  increase  of  5  percent  in  poults 
is  probably  a  ma,ximum . 

g_e^iono.l  Indications:     The  intended  increase  in  all  poults  is  11  percent  in 
both  the  East  North  Central  and  South  Central  States.     Increases  of  6  per- 
cent in  the  llorth  Atlantic  States  and  5  percent  in  the  West  Forth  Central 
group  are  expected.     In  the  South  Atlantic  States  nu-nbers  are  likely  to  be 
about  the  same  as  last  year  and  in  the  Ear  "restern  Spates  a  decresise  of 
3  percent  is  indicated. 

Eor  poult^s  to  be  bought  or  custom  hatched,  intended  increases  of  about 
2  percent  in  tne  West  North  Central  Sta-ces  and  of  k  percent  in  the  South  Cen- 
tral group  partly  offset  decreases  of  2  percent  in  the  Ear  West  and  losses  of 
from  5  "fee  3  percent  in  other  areas - 

Intended  home  hatchings  show  the  greatest  increase  in  the  East  North 
Central  States,  with  a  gain  of  25  percent  above  last  year.     The  increase  is 
Ik  percent  for  the  Forth  Atlantic  and  I3  percent  for  the  South  Central  area, 
9  percent  in  the  West  North  Central  region,  and  2  percent  in  the  South  Atlanti 
The  Far  Western  St's-tes  shov/  a  decrease  of  6  percent  from  last  year  in  the  in- 
tended production  of  home  hatched  poults. 

The  shift  this  year  toward  m.ore  home  hatched  poults  is  in  contrast  to 
the  situation  last  year,  when  the  intended  increase  in  hatchery  poults  was 
3U  percent  and  in  home  hatched  poults  22  percent.     It  also  runs  contrary  to 
the  pronounced  trends  shown  for  many  years  past  toward  an  increasing  propor- 
tion of  hatchery  poults.     The  shift  this  year  toward  home  hatched  poults  is 
observed  mostly  in  the  returns  for  large  flocks,  for  the  small  flock  pro- 
ducers apparently  are  continuing  the  shift  toward  an  increasing  proportion  of 
hatchery  birds. 

^The  increase  in  the  nuinber  of  turkey  hens  on  hand  was  greatest,  I9  per- 
cent, in  the  East  North  Central  States.     In  the  Ear  Western  States  increases 
and  decreas«s  balanced.    Other  areas  show  increases  ranging  from  S  percent  in 
the  South  Central  States  up  to  I3  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic  area. 
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The  indicated  changes  in  nmihers'  of  turkeys  for  1940,  as  percentage  of 
numlDers  last,  year,  are  shown  by  major  geographic  regions  in  the  following  table: 
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_l/  Including  poults  "custom  hatcned"  for  a  fee  from  eggs  supplied  by  the.  grov/er. 
2/  Exclusive  of  poultr:  being  ha,tchod  by  growers  for  s£le  as  baby  poultr,  to 
other  growers. 


Total  stocks  of  turkeys  in  cold  storage  on  leoruary  1  were  65,329,000 
pounds  this  year  compared  v;ith  23,264,000  pounds  a  year  earlier  and  28,236,000 
pounds  for  the  5-year  (1935-39)  Ecbruary  1  average,    Ap^oroxiraatsly  65  percent  of 
these  turkeys  are  reported  to  have  weighed  16  pounds  and  over  compared  with  only 
58  percent  on  the  same  date  last  year. 

Prices  to  turkey  growers  on  February  15  wore  low,  averaging  14  cents  per 
pound  for  the  United  States,   in  contrast  with  the  17,5  and  17,7  cents  per  pound 
received  in  mid-Pebruary  ox  1939  and  1938,  recpectively ,  and  with  the  b-year 
(1934-38)  February  15  average  price  of  15.7  cents.     The  February  price  this  year 
is  the  same  as  in  1937  and  the  lowest  since  1912  except  for  the  extreme  depression 
years  of  1935  and  1954.     However,  v/hile  the  average  price  of  turkeys  was  14  cents, 
or  1,7  cents  per  p«und  lower  than  the  5-year  average  for  that  month,  the  average 
February  15  price  for  chickens  was  12,2  cents,   or  1,8  cents  below  the  5-year 
average 

The  pur;DOse  of  the  intention  report  is  to  furnish  growers  with  early 
information  of  intended  production  for  the  co-ontry  as  a  wnole  and  in  the  different 
major  geographic  areas,   in  order  that  they  may  modify  their  plans  if  this  appears 
desirable. 


